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In 2020, the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) awarded the City of Santa Fe with 

LEED® Gold Certification for its exceptional performance in fostering a sustainable, 

resilient city. LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is the most widely 
used rating system in the world for sustainability achievement and leadership. Santa Fe 
joins a global network of more than 100 LEED certified cities and communities. This 
certification recognizes the hard work of the people of Santa Fe, City of Santa Fe 
employees, businesses, and nonprofit organizations to make Santa Fe one of the best 
places in the world to live. 
 
Santa Fe was rated on its performance under LEED v4.1 in key sustainability metrics 
that include energy, water, waste, transportation, education, health, safety, prosperity 
and equitability and was awarded 62 out of 110 possible points. The rating applies to 
everything within city limits, not only City operations. The City of Santa Fe 
demonstrated exceptional performance in the Natural Systems and Ecology and Energy 
and Greenhouse Gas Emissions categories, achieving all possible points in the Energy 
and Greenhouse Gas Performance prerequisite. All possible points were also awarded 
for innovative practices and focusing on actions that are a priority in the Southwest 
such as water conservation. 
 
The LEED certification provides a gap analysis to enable improved implementation of 
the Sustainable Santa Fe 25-Year Plan. It provides specific, quantifiable goals, to 
complement the broad, visionary goals of the plan. As the City continues 
implementation of the plan, it will see an increase in its LEED certification level. This 
enables the City to track its progress in implementation of its sustainability goals. 
 
This project was managed by the Environmental Services Division under the direction 
of Katherine Mortimer, Sustainability Supervisor, and Neal Denton, Sustainability 
Planner. Project support was provided the Land Use Department, Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, Office of Affordable Housing, Office of Economic Development, 
Office of Emergency Management, Office of Water Conservation, Parks and Recreation 
Department, and Public Works Department. Data and other information were 
submitted by the Public Service Company of New Mexico (PNM), New Mexico Gas 
Company, New Mexico Motor Vehicle Division, Mid-Region Council of Governments, 
Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency, and Santa Fe Public Schools. The 
certification was made possible by a 2019 grant from Bank of America that was 
awarded by USGBC to fifteen cities and communities.  The grant provided financial 
assistance, educational resources, and technical support.  



0 

4!",% /& #/.4%.43 

INTRODUCTION 1 

SUSTAINABLE SANTA FE 25-YEAR PLAN 2 

LEED PROJECT TEAM 3 

CERTIFICATION SCORECARD 4 

PERFORMANCE SCORE 7 

INTEGRATIVE PROCESS 8 

CREDIT:  INTEGRATIVE PLANNING AND LEADERSHIP 8 
CREDIT:  GREEN BUILDING POLICY AND INCENTIVES 9 

NATURAL SYSTEMS AND ECOLOGY 10 

PREREQUISITE:  ECOSYSTEM ASSESSMENT 10 
CREDIT:  GREEN SPACES 12 
CREDIT:  NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION 12 
CREDIT:  LIGHT POLLUTION REDUCTION 12 
CREDIT:  RESILIENCE PLANNING 13 

TRANSPORATION AND LAND USE 13 

CREDIT:  COMPACT, MIXED USE, AND TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT 14 
CREDIT:  ACCESS TO QUALITY TRANSIT 14 
CREDIT:  ALTERNATIVE FUEL VEHICLES 14 
CREDIT:  SMART MOBILITY AND TRANSPORTATION POLICY 16 
CREDIT:  HIGH PRIORITY SITE 16 

WATER EFFICIENCY 16 

PREREQUISITE:  WATER ACCESS AND QUALITY 17 
CREDIT:  INTEGRATED WATER MANAGEMENT 17 
CREDIT:  STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 18 
CREDIT:  SMART WATER SYSTEMS 18 

 



0 

ENERGY AND GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 19 

PREREQUISITE:  POWER ACCESS, RELIABILITY, AND RESILIENCY 20 
CREDIT:  ENERGY EFFICIENCY 20 
CREDIT:  RENEWABLE ENERGY 21 
CREDIT:  LOW CARBON ECONOMY 22 
CREDIT:  GRID HARMONIZATION 23 
 

MATERIALS AND RESOURCES 23 

PREREQUISITE:  SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 23 
CREDIT:  SPECIAL WASTE STREAMS MANAGEMENT 24 
CREDIT:  RESPONSIBLE SOURCING FOR INFRASTRUCTURE 24 
CREDIT:  MATERIAL RECOVERY 25 
CREDIT:  SMART WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 25 

QUALITY OF LIFE 25 

PREREQUISITE:  DEMOGRAPHIC ASSESSMENT 25 
CREDIT:  TREND IMPROVEMENTS 29 
CREDIT:  DISTRIBUTIONAL EQUITY 30 
CREDIT:  ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 31 
CREDIT:  HOUSING AND TRANSPORTATION AFFORDABILITY 31 
CREDIT:  CIVIC AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 32 
CREDIT:  CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS 33 

INNOVATION 33 

MODELED PERFORMANCE IN NEW RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS FOR ENERGY, WATER, AND  33 
INDOOR AIR QUALITY   
PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENT TECHNOLOGY 34 
SANCTUARY AND SUPPORT OF IMMIGRANTS 34 
BICYCLE FRIENDLY COMMUNITY 34 
COGENERATION AT WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY 35 
PUBLIC SCHOOL PROGRAMS 35 

REGIONAL PRIORITY 36 

HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND MATERIALS 36 
WATER BANK PROGRAM 36 
WATER OUTREACH ɀ TOURS AND FIESTA 37 
WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE PROGRAM 37 

  



0 

,)34 /& &)'52%3 
 
FIGURE 1:  AWARDED AND POSSIBLE POINTS 4 
FIGURE 2:  POSSIBLE AND AWARDED POINTS BY CREDIT CATEGORY  4 
FIGURE 3:  PERFORMANCE SCORE IN ARC SKORU 7 
FIGURE 4:  ALTERNATIVE FUEL STATIONS IN SANTA FE 15 
FIGURE 5:  SANTA FE 2017  GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 19 
FIGURE 6:  AGE COHORTS OF SANTA FE 26 
FIGURE 7:  RACIAL COMPOSITION OF SANTA FE 28 
FIGURE 8:  DIAGRAM OF SANTA FE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT COGENERATION FACILITY 34 
FIGURE 9:  SANTA FE WILDLAND FIRE HAZARD AND RISK COMMUNITY RATINGS 37 
 

,)34 /& 4!",%3 
 
TABLE 1:  CARBON OFFSET, REDUCTION, AND ELIMINATION BY 2040  (CORE 40)  TEAM 3 
TABLE 2:  PERFORMANCE REPORTED TO ARK SKORU 8 
TABLE 3:  LEED POINTS AWARDED FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION 21 
 
 
  



 

 

www.santafenm.gov/esd 

1 

 

).42/$5#4)/. 
 

The City of Santa Fe was one of 15 cities and communities selected for the 2019 LEED 
for Cities and Communities Grant Program, created by USGBC and Bank of America. 
The grant provides financial assistance, educational resources and technical support 
throughout the certification process. The participants are the first to test LEED v4.1 
and are providing valuable feedback to USGBC on the rating system. The City of Santa 
Fe joins more than 100 cities and communities globally that have already been 
certified. In 2018, STAR (Sustainability, Tracking, Assessment, and Rating) Communities 
was merged with USGBC to form the LEED for Cities and Communities Program. STAR 
certified communities were allowed to pre-certify under LEED.  
 
LEED for Cities and Communities is 
a new way forward for resilient, 
green, inclusive, and smart cities. 
It provides a globally consistent 
way to measure and communicate 
performance. The rating system 
encompasses sustainability and 
much moreτquality of life, health, 
prosperity, equity, education, 
resilience, infrastructure, and 
energyτand helps a city 
demonstrate its commitment to its 
citizens. Cities are scored on their performance in six categories:  Natural Systems and 
Ecology, Transportation and Land Use, Water Efficiency, Energy and Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions, Materials and Resources and Quality of Life. Additional points are awarded 
by achieving credits in each category with ten points available for innovative 
approaches and projects that are a priority for the region such as drought mitigation in 
the southwest. One of four levels of certification is achieved:  LEED Certified (40-49 
points), Silver (50-59 points), Gold (60-79 points), and Platinum (80+ points).  
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The Sustainable Santa Fe 25-Year 
Plan, approved by the City of Santa Fe 
Governing Body in 2018, established 
strategies for a thriving community 
where climate impacts are 
neutralized, natural resources are 
abundant and clean, and sustainable 
economic activity is generated 
through enhancing social equity and 
the regenerative capacity of the 
environment. The plan; developed by 
a citizen-led commission, City staff, 
and other community members; 
established 91 strategies to achieve 
carbon neutrality, improve quality of 
life and social equity, enhance 
ecological resilience, and strengthen the economy.  
 
The LEED for Cities and Communities metrics closely mirror the strategies in the plan. 
The certification provides a gap analysis to improve implementation of the plan and 
specific, quantifiable goals, to complement the broad, visionary goals of the plan. It 
tells us where we are, so we can better understand where we should go.  
 
Providing a numeric score for sustainability efforts enables the City to better track its 
progress in implementation of its sustainability goals. The metrics included in the LEED 
certification were developed by subject-matter-experts around the world who have 
seen these strategies result in meaningful change in communities. Using the LEED 
certification also shows that the Sustainable Santa Fe 25-Year Plan strategies are 
aligned with best practices worldwide.  
 
The City expects to apply for recertification in 2025. As the City continues 
implementation of the plan, it hopes to increase to a LEED Platinum certification. 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ άwƻŀŘƳŀǇ ŦƻǊ wŜŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
This roadmap details what is needed to obtain more points and how those tasks 
overlap with the Sustainable Santa Fe 25-Year Plan. 
 


